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| ter and firſt verſe, thus - By 
I! - Peter a ſervant and as -H | 


eſus C hrif. The 
 _ Pperſons'to-whomthis Epiſtle was de-. 
| *_ dicated, toſach as from free grace had: 
| - obtained like precious faith with them . 7M 
that' were of the Privy Councell : the. _ -::ff 
| + _ Apeſtles, by the righteouſnefle of our _ {| 
' - Ged and Saviour Jelus Chriſt, verſe 
| | * the firſt, even to ſuch contemned,con- _ *; 
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Chiriſtiab ſentterel Phoges nd mor 
 oiitthefice ofthe whole Earth, If any 


At grace and knowledge : from which 1. | | 


: kyowle age. ; 


= fjon, and may ferch: | its Yloſtration Fa} 


tt, ad 


aske the queſtion, what is required in 
the Text? tisantiſivered, To grow; In. 
what 2 7s grace wil knowledge ; Of. ='N 
whom? Oar Lord and Saviour Jeſus Il 
Chriſt; -In what erder?here the method, \ *'MN 


might be” raiſed theſe. three ovſerva» 
tions; - 
' Firſt, *ris our dit to grow in | grace. I Obfer. '' 
Secondly, ” tis our duty to grow in 2 Obſer, if 


ada. de oe ee an a 
— 


Thirdly,'tis oor dotyto a in grace ; Qbjer. "ll 
and knowledge. lll 
- T ſhall inhit on the firft es” 

 *Tiis the duty of Chriſtians to grow in Dot. x. 
grate. Inthe handling of which, Iſhall 
according to my ufnall method,: Firſt 
open the termes of the Dorine, gr £70 
and grace; Secondly, prove the poi by 
the 5 of Scripture, , and gon of rea 
fon ; and Thirdly, mw the aſe and aþ- 
plicarion ; ; and the ſtre heth uo blefity 
ay Lord be in and K. wall... 3 

To grow, 15-4 metaphorical ex Tels 


Plants, Bo 
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- Chriſtian ſprout, flouriſh, waxing ſtren- - | 
_ gerand ſtronger jn the ſtrength of the 
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Lord, and power of his might : Qrto 


_ grow ; may ſend forth an underſtanding 
tousof the duty, by obſerving ef our 


naturall or civill growth ; as we.defite 


. to manifeſt our ſelves by our long tra- 


ding, te be richer, wiſer,better : So by 
our longer continnance under the brea- 
things ef the ſpirit in Goſpell-diſpenſa- 
tions, ſhew ye your {elves to have re- 
ceived an increaſe of more light, life, 


. zeale, love, knowledge, &c-..this is. to 
 Lrow in grace. I conceive the grace in - * 


the Text, is not that grace. of graces, 
free and perfeR, ditplaid upon a ſoule 
by. the infinite riches of wonderfull 
mercy, that admirable free, full grace of 
Jalification. Bat by grace here, the _ 
graces. of Gods holy Spirit, throught 
the Word, with power and life, con- 
veighed into the beleeyers ſoule, by.the 
Toly Ghoſt ; which may theretore wy : 


- 


44 
- . 
7 * 
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be phra 


enumerated ; 7 of; tons * | 
. ſuffering, genrleh Feootieſt, faith, £1.56 
meckneſſe, FeMPperARCe. Thele are gri- =>. 
ces of. Geds Spirit, and this:grace'in 
the Text includes the graces of this 
kind, 18 which we ouſt endeayour to It 
"grow ; t0. : which knowledge 1s added ll 
1m the verſe, even that 'diftin&under- j 
ftanding of divine truths: revealed in 4 
the Word, concerning the knowing of — + ||| 
God arid Chriſt, whom to know atight _ It 
is not: leffe then life eternall.-(c))- The Jokn x5, 3c | 
ſumme is;- that little grace of Gods © "4 l 
Spirit in thee, thou mult be ſure to at, oo 
that it increaſe. more: 'and more: tharas it | 
to met) there js evident a growth in 
your body; ſo to God and men you may 
make it apparent there'1$.an-Increaſe 
ia your ſoule, in the: gracious exerciſe | 
of a conſcience and converſation void 
of offence before God and man. This £ 
Teonceie, with ſubmiſſion to better =o 
Judgements, the ſence of theterme'of | 
the Text. 1 rounen to the ——_ to ve 
proved. jo. 


[F 3's 5 " s T Chriſtians duty to 
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the oy of grace 3 3.18 nee -N 
x both, we mult ena. 
 d2Cora18, This Pau! Wit 
11128 Therefore (as yt abound it everything, 
| [+ _ 1n faith, ae: and knowledge, and 
#2 all diligence,aud in love to ſee that 
Je aboupd in this grace alſo : a bundle 

. of beautifull excellencies are here col- 
' Jeted. And our Apoſtle in the firlt 
Chapter, the fiſth, ſixth, and. ſeventh 
verſes : And befides thi, give all aili- 
gence, adde to your faithvertne, and to 
vertue knowledge ; and to knowledge, 
E Ferperancezand Fq temperance patience ; 
And to patience, goalineſſe ; aud to god 
linefſe, brotherly kindneſſe ; aud tobro- 
Mt | therly kindueſſe, charity. An addition, 
[1100 increaſe and growth of graces 1n the 
number. Ts not this intimated inthe 

- - parabolicall Hiſtory of the Lord and his 
co ſervants concernivg the expected 1n- 
ercaſe of the talents? in which the ho- 

retring Encomiums , ſpeaking them 
good and Faithfull, that increaled and 

- Multiplyed- their two te. other two, 
their five to ten, with an euge, well la T 
good and faitbfull [i ſervanyhoubat been | 
eG ver # _n things, [will wake 
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grace ; grow in it-; hath not Chriſt 
given grace that wee ſhould'grow to a 
higher meaſure, even to the perfeQing 
of the Saint, and come up to the mea- 


ſure of the ſtature of Chriſt , the fal- | 
neſſe of Chriſt (f: ) for-which Pav/f Eph-q-rg | 


greatly reJoyced, hearing the faith of 
the Theſſalonians grew fo exceedingly, 
and their charity toward each other fo 


abourged (g;) to this Par! expeRts g 2 Theſ.r; 


in the (þ) that as they had received of 
them that were diſpenſers of the Go- 
ſpels-myſterie, ſ@ they would walke in 


place ; as man, ſo God, calls for more 
weight, more meaſure ; to adde to the 
number and meaſure of grace ; grow- 


Chriſtians had need to looke to their 
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-pleafing God,and abound therein more | 
.and more, as 1n the fore-mentioned 


orewth, Non eff bonus qui non valt efſe ' 


melior, hee that hath no care for the 
growth of his grace, will ſoone bring 
the trach of his grace- into ſuſpition 2 
by an Apoeſtaticall revolt, or Cork-like 


levity in being removed'from, or was... 
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the in to the op -,. 


: The Lord bath more ts befjow on 
thee than yet appears to be 1n thee; what | 
ever grace thou att enriched Woe 
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God hath more; yet in the granary 0 
his goodnefle for a poor ſoule : Think 


. 


not thy ſelfe more than a broken Ci- | 
ſtern; plume not thy ſeife to ſing a'Re- 


F 
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quiem.to thy ſoule, as if thou had(t__ 
grace, holinefle, righteauſneſle,know-, * 


ledge enough ; beg/net deceived who- 


ever thou art , endowed with Hh ad- | 
mired competency of gifts and graces, 


yet you need more than yet you enjoy; | 


that great meaſure of knowledge is. | 


nat the leaſt of that you are igrozant 


_ of; Should I fay be yee warm'd and fil- 
Id, and give notthat which 1s need- 


full for the body , it would little pro- 


- fit : ſhould I preach >. $row 12 grace, 


and not tell you, God hath more for 
you than yet appeares in you, lefle rea- 
ſon, to be up and doing. But God is an 
inexhauited Fountaine, that both can 


and will beſtow, more upon. every 


ſoule that truely c&lires the growth or 


Srace ; Aske thy ſeule if it had not ; 


need be better ſtocked, and moreſtirre 
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up it ſelfe to lay hold on'Goa, if ke wil - 
not give further ſupply of grace and 
knowledge : Iis my happineſſe , I 
| know in my need how to be. furniſh- 
ed, it ſhall bee my reaſon ; Therefore 
Ne grow, _ 
| Therefore grow ingrace «: Themore Rea 2. 
| grace the moreftrength : The infuſion 
; of grace puts life and energy into the 
 foule,, the addition of grace renewes 
| the active faculties with greater 
{trength : that as of the heroick Cham- 
p1ons$ enrolid1n the eleventh Chapter F< 
of the Hebrewes, of weake ( by the | $11 
grace of faith ) they became ſtrong, - | 
{trong to an unmatchable power : So 
by the growth of grace ,-the ſoule 
| that was wont to be as water,becomes 
tobe as {trong as feele it ſelfe; the 
| Apoſties witneſhing the truth of this to 
| the-yvorld. The want of ſaving grace 
| hinders the want of ſaving knowleJge, 
that enlightens,emboldens: when hea 
'ven afforded many an advantagious 
'opportunity to fatisfie thy darkened 
Judgement , doubting ſpirit, let mee 
appeale, if thou haſt not returned 
home , likewiſe, as came out : the ſad 
:xperience of our owne heart, diftates 
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rate” proudly kept backe,that 
1any things , we remaine as news 
| borhe Babes, poore, weake Creatures. 


The- truth of grace ( O Chriſtian )» 


quickens, but the growth of grace 
ſtrengthens thy ſoul : that paneply of 
God makes the Saints ſtrong, the brea- 
thing of the ſpirit of grace makes a 
ſiripling more puiſſant than the Gol/i- 
ah's of the Nations. *Tis recorded of 
Father Abraham, being not weake in 
faith, he ſtaggered not at the promiſes 
of God, but being ſtrong 1n taith, hee 


E | ;Rom.4.20, beleeved in hope even againſt hope(s.) 
3 Chriſtians meet with Principalties, 
Powers , and the Rulers of the dark- 
nefle of this world, a terrible army ; - 


how ſhall a poore foule encounter with 
this maine body, when onely the 
ſirength he hath is little more than a 
forlorne hope ? let him ſtrengthen 
himſelfe with the graces of Geds Spi- 


rit, and hee ſhall tinde a power invin- 


cible ; none mote need of ſtrength 
than a poore Chriſtian : The more 
grace the more ſtrength ; Whe- 
ther, ; 

I. Againſt ſin, that is not ſatisfied 


with a being in, but would dominicre 


over 
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over a Chriſtian : or what ſrugling 
with ſecret-corruptions, as wraitling 
with too many corruptions, hard tobe 
du>dued, enforcing Pax! to cry out 
(k) Oh wretch who ſhall deliver me 


fram this body of death ? Oh, the fobs 


and groancs , teires and feares of a 


weak Chriſtian, when corruptions be- 
£18 te diſcover themſclves , then they 


1a apprehenſion, the undone of all the 


world : Amaleck, fights and fometume 
prevails, the want of ſtrength foiles the 
ſoule, the height of grace upholds che 
ſoul, the more grace the more ſtrength 
againſt ſinne. Es 

2 Againſt ſuffering, the Church and 
people of God meet with oppoſition, 


, 


k Rom,7, 


2 4+ 


contradition , perſecution , who 


more? it was the Fathers appoint- 


ment,as the ſonnes predi&ion ( / and ! 15 


this Apoltles,. the great Door of the- 
Gentiles oft in ſacred Writ, To paſſe 
by bad report, hunger, nakednefle, pri- 


ſon, &c. *tis difficult, for ſome, not all. 


When ſtrongly growne in the grace 
of Chrift, Pax! can conquer, the. A- 
poltles with admired reſolation, daunt 
their enemies; when formerly allleft 


he Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and why? they _ 


a 2» 


« I5et6, | if 
Ez 


C12): 


were erowne in grace, and more 


grace, more ftrength againſt ſuffering, 


3: Againit Temptation : cur Saviour 
would not have taught his Diſciples to 
prays I cad us not into temptation, had 


not he known, the devill and an evill 
heart, laid (nates to tempt z which of 
Gods choileſt Jewels free? Not Abra- 


ham, Job, David, not Chriſt himſelf ; 
And canſt thou expect or requelt to be 
above thy Lord? Poor weak Chrifti- 
an, thou muſt leok tobe buffeted, af 
ſalted. Labor for more grace; ſo more 
ableto reſiſt; for by the grace of God 
you may ftanl, as withſtand. 
4- Againſt Deſertion : The more 
grace the more(trength. Tis a conditi- 
on.Gods people ſometimes meet with, 
and complaine of : A bitter expoltula- 


© tion, My God, my God why haſt thou 


forſaken ? Faith and feare ina deuble 
combate: Whither in reference to Da- 


vid, the Type, er the Son of David. 


the Antitype, The Lord Chriſt : And 
may not your full tide cbbe.? Your 


©. bright moon eceliple ? Your fair day 
woe f and your clear Sun milten? Oh 


know ye that are dandled inthe armes 
of an even" God may yet not be 
ever 


- Y > © NL , TY lit 5 v 2 aa F : ; . " 
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ever danced in Gods everlaſting army? 
He may (hoot bitter Arrows againſt 
you, and his everloving ſmile may 
frown it {elf to a momentary indigna- 


| tion, as bitter as death, as dreadfull as 


hellit ſelf ; Labonr therefore for more 
grace, {0 more ſtrength to ſuffer all, 
and endure hardſhip, as the good ſoul- 
dierof Jeſus Chriſt. So that either f1- 
lently with Aaron held your peace: or 
with D avid religiouſly Language, /t z- 
the Lord, let him do as ſeemeth him 


good. The more grace the morg 


{trength in all,agajnſt all. Ergo, 


The more grace the more comfort ; Rea 3. 


many that regard not to live conſcto- 
nably, yet are delirous to ſpend their 
years.1n proſperity, and their daies in 
comfortable pleaſures ; but as without 
grace little conſcience, ſo without true: 
grace little true comfort ; the more fin 
in us, the more oppoſition, the more. 
trouble, gricfe, and fearefull horrour,to 
the appaling of ſpirit, and deading of 
heart. But let a ſoul refiect,and inſim- 
plicity ſpeak, an increaſe of humulity, 
faith, zeal, love, knowledge, grace, - 
more comfort queltionlefle; not more - 
rejoicing can a condemned Malefator. 
ED 
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receive by the tender of a Princes par- 


dea, than a poor foul comfort, con- 


tent, in the truth and growth of grace ; 


were it not for the grace of God in 


them, of all men Chriſtians were moſt 
miſerable; jn the ſad apprehenſion of 
many and-mighty corruptions within 
them, diverſe and great troubles upen 


them, and ſeverall ſcandalous reproa- 


ches agaiaſt them : Whither ſhall the 


foul ſearch for comfort ? To whom fly 


for ſolid conſolation ? Can that honour 
that is fading, that eſtate that is flying, 
that name that is blaſting, that friend 
that is dying afford any 2? Alas, miſera- 
blecomfarters all ! nothing ſo much as 
the leaft ſpark of divine grace ; and if a 
little will cheriſh, what ſtrong con- 
folations will the growth added to 
the truth of grace afford ? view and re- 
view the inſtances of Sacred Writ,and 
you ſhall find, where moſt grace, there 


molt comfort ; Therefore grow in 


grace, 
ccrity and truth of your grace,thew me 


your faith by works, a dead faith, no 
life in works ? The ſoule is barren and 


% 


This comfortable evidence, the fin- - 


nofruitfull : What is a bedy withouta 
INTER | "7 


ſoule? a poor body : What is a foule 
without gtace ? a poor ſoul; And what 
is grace withont the growth thereof? 


uncomfortable grace: What advantage | 


to have anataeto live, and want life ? 


What profit to-haye a forme, and void 


of the power of godlineſle ? T his-will 
apon good ground witnefle to the 
wotld the truth of grace 1s 1n- you, 
when they ſee your light ſhine, that 
they may glorifie your father in hea- 
ven 3; and yonr light which was at 
firſt as the dawning of the day, appea- 
ring as the Sun heightned tothe top of 
the Zenith, fairly diſcovers the truth 
of grace in youto men: And te can- 
fcience an evidentiall fign of truth, 
when that which flames as a fire degins 
to hve, to a never dyins worm, tis 
quenched and craſhed by this; my con- 
ſcience bears me witneſlſe, that T, 


- though my beginning was ſmall, yet 


am encreafed to a ſecond, a fift, a 
tenth talent : behold eh conſcience, 
did I make benesof Carſe, Lye, Oath, 
Sabbath, Goſpell, Ordinance, Hypo- 
crilie, Pride, Paſſien, ſecret Impiety, or 
open Enermity, in times paft ? And do 


| Inot, doſt nor thou_oh conſcience, oft 
_— 
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"(36)" 
heart, hate and abhor every y Falſe way ? 


Doſt not performe and delight to do 


what God pleaſeth, preſſing hard to be 
found in the righteonſneffe ef Jeſas 
Chriſt ? Who in my Infancy hoped to 
be juſtified by Fi 1 deſires, wel-mea- 
ning, &c. whence comes my love to 
God and his ? Whence Patience, Leal, 

Faith, more then in times palt ? Comes 
not my growth from my trutk?oh ene- 
my be my Judge, ſpeax righteouſly. 

And to God alſo, when at the houre of 
Death,day of ]udgement,ſummoned to 


_ appear,diſarmed of all hopes, & helps, 


no more mute or burroughs to ſave 
or ſhelter ; This will witneffe for thee, 
though thou hait deen a poor comfort= 
lefle one, yet a true one; behold Lord, 

thy Talent hath gained, multiplied, tis 
encreaſed and grown, though little yet 


good evidence, thetruth of grace 1s in 


thee : When as on the contrary,to man, 
to conſcience, to God, I have no more 
grace now thenfrom my Infancy and 
day of youth ; This comes off within, 


{hame, ſorrow, to the blackneſſe of de- 


ſpaire it ſelfe : Therefore being the 
growth of grace evidences the truth of 
grace, good reaſon we ſhould grow in 


| grace,fXc,  Accord- 


proceed to the Uſe — =» 
'þ Learn hence, The life of 
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According to my nſuall method, I 


a Chriſt i- Uſe t+ 


an'muſt be alife of aRion ; Tis ſhame-= 7yfrw, 


| fall imipiety to practice 6 when once 


enlightned , graced from God with 
precious Truths, Promiſes,Privileges) 
nothing; Suck a lzry devotion as brings 
in.queſtion the truth of grace; Grace 
will mgke ys faithtnll husbands, wives, 


ſervants, as Chriſtians : If man cannot 
|| endure a Lurdan Lozell, God cannot 


endure a lojtering idle Chriſtian, nor 
n reference*to the things of 'this life, 


or that which is to come ; I Know not 
1/2 Chriſtian as a man or woman but 


have or might have employment, or 
1n works of neceſſity or charity : And 


215 4 Chriſtian man or woman hath to 
I|work out Salvation, a work hard 


enough, to fo far from thinking them 


idle drones, that may ſpurrethei to be 


3S bulie as the Bee,and all little enough 
to give a good account at the lalt day : 


Jacobs Ladder is uſually applyed here, 


2s Angels ſome aſcending , ſome de- 


ſcending, but none ſtanding ({11l, toin- 


timate 16 it muſt-be inthe Church of 
God ; Either looking up to God, or 1- 
en He _ to 


» Mart. 20: 
6, 


fe 2, 


—— c. - 
jeſty, Glory, Mercy, - or humble our 


J 


to the ſoul,that admire Ged for his Ma- | 


ſelves for eur unwerthineſle, ſin, and | no 


ving ſoule into the Garden to drefle it, | 
ſo to become a labouring foule ; and | 
why ? Bat to tell the children ef Ada: | 


that they maſt not be without motion, 


ation ; God gives no Swperſedeas for | 
a Chriſtian to be idle, or ſtanding ſtill : 3- 


Nay, he checks with a Fhy fard jor 
idle all the day long(m)? T18 here in the 
Text required that he be doing, thri- 


ving, growing, Grow in graces This | 
_ of the firſt Uſe, 


If a Chriſtians duty beto grow in 
grace : Try we then, whither we have 


performed this duty orne, But how | 


may I know e I anſwer. 
7, They are grown more and better 


 induties 3: Grace 1s like Ezetiels wa- 


ters, though little at firlt, diſcovers it 


ſelf by ſtreames torun, rivolets, rivers, 


to waters impaſlable : Or as fire, that 


encreafes 11 light, heat, more, greater, 
ſo grace in growth makes a Chriſtian 


in his duties more frequent ; whereas 
before he wonld conrt the Lord ina 


iniquity. Did not God ſet his Adam | 


preſently after he had made him alie| 


q 
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i | morning, ſ bid him geod morrew, 
r | or complement with a goodnight, he 
now begins to be more frequent,grace 
| a&ts him te morning , evening, and 
14] wher. occaſion {erves, at midnight gs 

| kigh-neon ; at firſt ſeldome, ſince he 


is grown more frequent, 
' 2. They are more fervent , more 
zealous, if not, T conld queſtion that 


| Ordinances, and Sabbaths, of God his 


truth as growth of grace ; Though at 


þ firſt grace as fire, of waich compara- 
# | tively we ſay, tisa cold fire ; ſo afoul 


finds 1t {elf, in the dutie of hearing, 
praying, receiving, cold devotion in 
all, chill, almoſt Rtiffe, but by that time 
encreaſed, grown, grown warme 


affections kindled to a flame, & zeale as 


| hot as fire. 


 g. Moreconſcionable, what in ttmes 
paſt was done in cuſtome, formality, 
hypocrifie, education, ſelte, 1s now 
ſteeld,ftom conſcience he doth 1t, and 
dare not but do it, and delight to de it 
alſo : He at firſt ſaw the obſerving the 


duty, Bew grown beholds them his 
privilege , ſo that as in time paſt ke 


chem 


\ 


aQed them as a task, now he performes 


” a 4 
them as his delight, and joy to think 
ef his communion with the Lord ; 


New he makes cenſcience and willnot} 


omit a duty, as not cemmit a ſin, he 
makes conſcience of all; ſo doth a 


Chriſtian that 1s grown in grace : diſ- 


cover it in his duties, being more fre- 
quent at them, fervent in them, and 


conſcionable ofthem : Try and enlarge | 
the particulars in your meditations, I | 


mult haſten. 


2. The growth of grace diſcovers it 


 ſelfe by the death and dwinging away 


of ſin, at firſt fin lives, but when'grace 
comes {in pines, and graces growth 


1s fins decay; as the houſe of Sax! 


weaker and weaker, and the houſe of 


David ſtronger and ſtronger : So grace 
and fin in the ſoule. As tis in the body 
with nature and the humour: If the hu- 


mour prove predominant then nature | 


decates, and ſoon man 1s gathered to 
his Fathers ; but when nature gets the 
upper hand by degrees the ki] 

- mour leſſens, and abates to a perte& 
recevery 3 ſo that the bed-red one 
walkes ſtrongly and comfortably, This 
grace, like his bloud, runs through eve- 
_ ry veine, acuates in every faculty of 


I 


ling hu- 


the 


the ſoule, as the ſoule in the whole 


body ; Now mortifying this, now etu- 
| cifying that corruption, laying the &xe 
_ of zeale, revenge, care, ts the root,and 


ſo cuts down reot and brarch,he leaves 
not a hoofe behind, ſpares net the Da- 
lil a, the darling, the ſweet bit under 
the tongue, or boſome fin in any corner 
of his heart, nothing in his Judgment, 


Underſtanding, Will, Memory, Aﬀe- 
| ations, but ſhall relate to grace; The 


Enemy thereof ſhall be brought and 
arraigned before Jeſus Chriſt, and cas 
ſhiered for ever, his precious, gracious 
ſoule ; he 1s grown and acts to the ut= 


moſt, as fire, heat, and water moiſten 


to the utmoſt, fo grace, that dwinges 
ſin to decay and dye : The gallant 
Adonijah ſhall not be ſpared, the delt- 
cate -Agapg not connived at, nor the 


leaſt of his fins ( iffin againſt God can 


becalled little ) but ſhall be examined, 
traduced, and gibbited before the Ged 
of Iſrael : He ſpies the inſide, be views 


| the outſide, what graceleſle thing is 


diſcovered, is diſcarded, he abſtains 
from, and abhors.ſecret as open Wic= 
kednefle : So that no fin ſhall have 
2 willing being 10 his ſoule ; but he 1s 

| ſenſible, 
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ſenſible, ſo fenfible of their imperfeRi-P 
ON, 23 4 Done m throat, or mote in eye, || 


never quict till removed, uſing all tic 


Means to recover the health of the þr 
ſoule into the ſtate of ſtrength , Oh | 


try, which ewinge and decay grace or Jie 


ſin. So {econd triall. | | 
. 3. Grown Chriſtians more boldly, 
manifeſt the. grace of God in them, 
confidently they dare to ſpeak and a& 
upon the growth than they did upen 
the firft truth of their grace ; The Aps- 
ftles would fiie and deny Chriſt before | 
they would ſuffer or dic; But after the 
truthof their grace, faith, knowledge 
Was ſtrengthened, then they feared not 
the Synods,Counncels,of countermand- 
0g preaching Jeſus Chriſt, as you that 
are verſed inthe Ads of the Apoltles 
can atteſt, A ſoule at firft is like Nzco- 
demw,it loves and would faine be with 
Chriſt, but « great deale of feare- 
- full fin clouds the new inſpired grace, 
ſecretly it dare but appeare for feare of 
the Jews; I wave quotations for that 
E ſpeak to (or Iam much_mis-1aforms 
ed and miltaken) Scripture-ſearching 
Chriſtians: But grown as D ariel,8& tae 
3 Children,they are glorioully —_ 
_— © ling 


ng their zeale 
 1God, thongh controled by Severaignty 
| fitſelfe - As a child that hath life ix ope- 
e ſrari & efſe, gocth but by this ſuppert, 
h Jand that aſſiſtance, for but weak now, 
r [new going ; Whena few yeares aver- 
paſt, a ſhame to hold by a Finger, 
, [Chaire, Stoole, &c. but now ſtrength 
, Jencreafing hee goeth confidently by 
+ [himſelfe : So a poore ſoule at firſt 
| creeps; cannot go ; but: his grace 
ſtrengthened, renewed, he ventures 
\ Uromine Domini, as David again(t Go- 
liah and dreads not, when all Iſrael is 
fruck with a miſgiving doubt, if net 
Panick feare. A grown Chriſtian ma- 
nifeſts his grace by undanted profeſli- 
on in the hardelt of bady-torturing per- 
{ſ{ecution, and middelt of ( precious 
| name) difgracefull ſlander : In a word, 
by what contradiction ſoever of men, 
oppoſition of the gates (the power and 
wildome) of -hell the pgore Chriſtians 
I grace 1s aflauited with 1t diſcovers it 
{elfe void of feares as offence, in the 
flames of a Sacred love to God, Chri- 
{tian love to the Saints of God, in 
[teadfaſt reſolution to walk upto Ce- 
venant and Geſpell Reformation, and 


y. in 


{or God, and nenebut 


0 Rom. 4. 
from 16.co 
yerl, 22, 


which js to come. 
thoughts for things temporall ; Chriſt } - 
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in a Chriſtian deportment of 'them-} 


ſelves, with. the exerciſe of 2 good 


conſcience before God and man : heres} 
I conceive is growth as truth of grace: | 
Try, oh try if it be thus withthee or 
not. I mnft haſten, time bids a diſ- 


patch. 


4.1 hey can truſt God with outward | 
and inward eſtate alſo, ſometime in} 
weakneſſe he feared one, fometimeg, - 
the other ; Now fſteere over both; 


knowing that God hath given the Pro- 
miſe to godlineſle, of this and that life 
No diſtruſtfall 


hath'commanded, and his aac iz» War- 


rant for a growne Chriſtian, (») and | 


aflured for things of eternity to the 


truth as growth of grace, that nor faint 


nor feare ; by which well may the ſoul 
relye en 'the Lerd for its eutward and 
inward eſtate. Abraham the Father 


of the Faithfull ſometime doubted, but . 


after (0) Try how this refie&s on thy 


foule, by a patient, humble waiting, till } 


God an{wer. 
5.Laſtly,they that are grown 1n grace, 


grow and endeavour te grow 1n the 
knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt more and {| 
ROS ET | more, | 


\ + 

\ 
yy 
d 
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a 
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more in the 15m & en thereof :; 
truly to beleeve God and Chriſt, in 


God and Chriſt, and to acknowledge 


the Lord Jeſus, by a ſeparation from 
the goats, and communion with the 
ſheep of Chriſt:Net only noticnally to 
know and underſtand more of the ht- 
ſtory of Chriſt, but praQtcally to doe 
for Chriſt more then inrimes paſt; that 


of; - we may read in converſation one ſan- 


Rifie&and ſtrengthened in the grace of 
the Lord;and experimentally ;that God 
may have experience, and the world 
alſo, that their grace, is-a grace and 


} - knowledge of and according to Jeſus 
Chriſt : making them more humble(p) ? /'® 42. 
and more defirous to know and find ''** 

more, to the truly wiſe and knowing 


Chriſtian ;' not te diſplay the radiant 
beames of their vainglorious under- 
ſtanding, but to diſcover the riches of 
Gods free and infinitely full grace to 


F heir fouls, in looking upon them when 
_ blind in underſtanding,and unſanAtfed 


in heart ; after this they prefle to know 


| more of themſelves ,. and more of 
| . Chrift, to the praiſe of the Lord their 


/ 


- 


| God for beſtowing as truth,ſo a "bcbg 
| in grace, Try, and by this comfortably 
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conceive grewth. of grace. 
3. Now after Triall the'ufes follow, 

_ of terrour to ſome, comfort to others, 
exhortation to all. If not grewne in 
grace, come in, come 1n, I have bitter 
things againſt thee, yet ſhall this Law 
condemne none before it heare him 
ſpeake: Ask conſezence then if growne 
in grace ; whence bleating of ſheep, 
lowing of oxen ? whence 1n the ſoule, 
or Family, or Congregation, negle& of | 
duties, or if performed, reſting on dey, | . 
ties ? how many caſt the word of God | 
behind their dacks? prophane the Sab- | 
bath., condemne the foule-raviſhiag | 
promiſes of the everlaſting Goſpel ? 

whence is it men truſt to andreft in 
their duties? as the hypocriticall Jews, 
{q) riſing to too lofty an expoſtiulatien, 
g1fa.58.23, 3n queſtioning the Deity it telfe, a non- 
timely anſwering,regarding their pray- 
ers and performances ? how many as 
the Phariſees vainly gracing them- 
| ſelves (r)? A ſoule growne 1n grace, 
r Luk-18, would nor make it an Idoll, nor” 
1,12: a ſlight, yet how many of us thus. 
guilty? ner 
2+ The falling of (too many) from | 
their firſt tove , like that Ephefine 
ES __- Church 
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Church in the ſecond of the Reveles 


cou; and is not the love and zeale of 


many waxen cold mn this day of afili- 
Aron, 1n the winter of our adverſity ? 
when if ever, God, Covenant, Church. 
and Kingdeme had need of chanipions, 


zealous for the glory of the one, the Te- 
nowne of the other, the ſafety and ko- 
noar of all ; Now, but woe, and alas, 
oh what cold, dead ſpirits, hearts, -are 
we poſſeſled withall 2 when at firſt 


_- *zealous,fince remiſle, matter of humili- 


ation and feare: *tis neither naturall, 


© nor ſvpernaturall; for either would 
make the nearer the center more hfe, 


vigor and aQtivity:let conſcience ſpeak 
if thou did{t not in time paſt better 
affe&t Gods wayes, Worlhijp, Sabbaths, 
Ordinances, Minifters, People, then 
now - fear we may : gmlty we are. 

3. The pride of thy grace ſpeaks the. 


not growing of grace : and how:many 


plume themſelves in this unhappy age, 
with the -zen-admirimg vertue, when 
they put off the God-beſtowrng grace ? 
into what afſemblies ſhall we enter ? 
in what. company (hall we be? but God 
{hall be robbed of his. glory, by mans 


boaſting of his grace ; Grace keeps a 


C2.  1onl 


et des. Ae rt — 
" 


y—_ 


_ — TG —_—_— > ——— I, _ 
ASEEIRT ALIEN, ITT HL ey f 
q : Ct Ee Are ES _ 


IAC Ie Te, 


\ 


#2 Cor. 10, 


12, 


ſoule low, 6 cs the Lord, know- by | 


;ng whatever received, received of 
God : the Apolile and the ſtreng Chri- 
ſtian, number not themſelves with ſuch {| 
as commend themſelves, and meaſure 
themſelves with themſelves, for they | 
are not wiſe (/)) the more grace the 
more humility, while men advance and 
exalt, ſ@ as boaſt of zeale, grace, Jch- 
like,&Cc. it ſpeaks us not grown. 

4. Laftly, the ſeldome ſcarching of | 
our hearts ſpeaks no growth of grace; 
if I calt not up my account,I know not 
whitker my receipts or disburſements 


be moſt, I feare a bad reckoning,in this 


the [ed be mercitull unto us, we know | 
not the windings of our hearts, defpe- | 
rately wicked and deccitfull, we' ti 
not, ſearch not : how many (nay how 
few) Sermon after Sermon, Sabbath af- 
ter Sabbath, moneth after moneth, 


commune with their owne hearts, to 


ſcein what this or that grace 1s INCrea- 
ſed ſince the reception of fo many mer= 
cies ? When 8 man leldome leeks into 
his heart, 1 cannot cenceive how 1t 
ſhould be dxfcovered he is growne 1n 
grace, but muſt paile ſentence: (I ſpeak 
to wile men). are they not blame- 
worchy ? 
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_ affoorded time and ſpace ; it was a 


| karvelt is ſet, and at due time the axe 
mult be laid to the root of the ſoule, and 
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1. When the Lord hath graciouſly 


check ſevere ; he gave her ſpace toxe 
pent, and ihe repented not : (:) 
may Rot the Lord fay, many a day and 
yeare have I offtredfree grace.ſtretch- 
ing out my hand all the day long,and ye : 
deſpighted hitherto the ſpirit of grace ? 
Goe graceleſle {oule into graceleſle fo- 
clety ; {ad ſentence. 

2, Yea, when in that {vace cai'd and 
tendred all the means that infinjte un- 
derftanding concetv*d conducible to the 
growth of grace ; no pruning,dreſling, 
nar watering wanting ; Judge 1 pray 
betwixt me and my vineyarazwh-:t could 
[ doe more ? "tis heavens gracious con- 
deſcending appeale: Oh England, what 
ſhall I dee unto you 2 Oh People,how 
ſhould I jintreat you ? your goodneſſe 
yet as a morning cloud, your grace ſo 
far from grow1ng, as *tis the carly dew 
diſmilt, diſpelPd : When a father thus 
by a ehild,or a Prince thus by a Tyrone, 
the doome of death mult follow. A 
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| 'werthy ? And may I not e 


the tree cut downe (#): What in ,M. 
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Chriſt > = 


(30). 
Chriſt ? at kis Church?and Ordinance? 
of hjs profeſſion ? and not frudtifie, 

w]ob.15.:, multiply, increaſe and grow ? See (w) 
takes away God, and God takes 
By the firme influence of his ſpirit, 
m the poſſeſſion of his inheritance, 
he takes away, and then the foule wi- 
thers,and bs (ng till fuell for everla- 
1h fting burning. Oh diſmall : when man 

| endued with ſuch a ſoul as an Angel of 
1 God, ſhould fo undervalue it in the 
negle& of grace and{leight ef God, the 
God of grace, ſuch a grace, ſuck a God 
vilifyed : what can be expedted lefle 
then the height of calamity, and depth | 
of miſery to be inflited , while Gods | 
Juſtice , and Satans tyranny {hall _ 
main? but hoping better things of yo 
and wiſhing detter things to you , F 
wave the terrour,and paſſe tothe uſe of 
j comfort. 
| DVUſe4. To all ſuch as Grow i» grace, Com- 

fort ; for, 

I. Thou art more then a naturall 
man, then take comfort : wert 1n na- 
ture only , I could not line or letter 
of conſelation thus, but daub with un- 
tempered mortar 3 but atituled to, or 


inveſted with grace, true comfort 1n- 
deed, 


K deed. When a Parent ſees a child out- 


(31) 


run his extravagant courſes, to become 

a man, and a man of God in the world, - 

is it not foreat comfort? 1o for a be» 

leeving husvand or wife, to perceive 

the worke of grace in each other, joy 

to raviſhment. Nor can the Miniſter 

be filent in: this, but when: he beholds 

- Jeſus Chriit tormed in his Congregati- 

. on, he mult rejoyce with joy unſpeak- 

able,8& full of glory,for his people being 

filled with grace; and is it not a joy for 
the'Church of God nigh you, by you ? 

{o let it be to thy ſoule alſo ; Thou art 

more then a-naturall man. 

| 2. Art growne in grace 2 herein 

is comfort that more ſhall be given 

thee : to wy , to her that hath (hall 

bee given, (x) more given to you, 
wet. done bo, you , God himſelfe "5" Os 
wili purge you , that yee may bring 
forth more fruit (p) - the Lord ſeldome, . 
never, meddles with a ſoule;but it fares/ 103.05. 4. 
the better, growes the faſter : A ſecret 
influentiall vertue diſtils it ſelfe to the 
flouriſhing in grace and duty, and per- 

feting to every. goed: worke 3 this 

talent doubled, thy grace bletled, that 

more and' more fruitfallfand abundant 

C4 n 


| (32) 
 3n the worke - of- the Lord be come. 
forted. 

3. Ye can more boldly goe to the 
Throne of grace, the growne righteous 
man as bold as a Lion 3 ſo cemfortably 
a weake new-borne babe cannot ap-_ 
proach before the preſeace of a jea- 
leus Ged and conſuming fire, as one 
that with reſolved excerciſe of ſani- 
fying grace, hath waded through the 
troubled waters of mortification, &Cc. 
and landed at the haven of full afſu- 
rance : Jeſus Chrilt being our High- 
prieſt warrants it, the Apoſtle inferres 
. it, (=) for he by his ong oblatien for 
ever hath perteRed them that are ſan- 
ified (4) 3 He therefore exhorts and 
ſo comferts the Saints as (6), and may 
not that comfort ? 

But oh, I ſee other that younger, - 
more illiterate, unlearned then I, have 
more grace and knowledge of Jeſus 
Chriit then I ; therefore I feare the 
truth, the growth of grace, and what 
can I take of comfort ? : 

- And what if ſo? why O foul ſhouldſt 
thou be diſquieted ? take heed of a cu- 
rious eye, when tke hand of providence 
diſpoley as pleaſcs him, beware it dife 
i. pleaſe 
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pleaſe not thee 3 leſt you_murmure and 
ſuffer ; it was none of Joſhna's vertues 
to exaſperate 4ſoſes for the prophe- 


| cying of Eldad and Aedad (c), but c Num.1te | 
Moſes 1s for our imitation : And blefle 28 229. 


ye the Lord,that he adds tothe number 
of his Church, and you behold others 
to magnifie che name of Jeſus Chriſt. 
A grown Chriſtians eyes gu(h out with 
rivers of teares, when men ſ1nne againſt 


God, and their kearts leap with joy at 


| the converſion, falvation of others, 


ſeeing the Goſpell of Jeſus Chrilt in- 
larged. Goe ye avd ave likewiſe: ye and. 
they ſhall have eternall poſlcflion, be 


not overwhelmed with ſorrow. 
2, The lefle ye have, the lefſe to 


an{wer for, the Lord requires ao more 
then he pives : 1f you have five talents. 


five more will content ; if you have but 
two, two more wWHIll fatisfie 3: The Lord 
15 not {evere, auſrere ; 1f you have not 
an oxe or heifer, a goat, kid.orlamb, 
nay a turtle Pigeon ; "God will not ex- 
tort, be but faitnfull, fruitfall in thy lit- 
tle, and he will make tee ruler over 
much : God looks to the truth of thy 
graces, to the qualicy rather then the 


quantity 3 ; ſothat if duta mute; acup x7 
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« Jer.17-8. 
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4 of grace you have ; do. we not 


(34) 
cald-water, accepted, rewarded, be * 
therefore comforted. "MW 1 

3- Thou that groweſt though but lie TT 
te: and other more, then: ſhale never }}_ 
want, thou flaalt hold out ; 'tis to the 
bappinefle of falvation, and why net 
te the hearts conſolation ? thy grace is 
Gads grace, ke a fountain, when thou . 
pagina? to be dry, know. Ged can 
refre{h,renew : In the Prophets phraſe 
Lend all; T hou ſhalt be as a Tree plane 
te, the waters, whoſe root ſpreads ont 
by the river : thou ſhalt not ſee when 
heat: commeth, but thy leafe ſhall be 
green, thou ſhalt not be careful: in the 
yeare of drought, neither ſhalt ceaſe from 
need ding fruir (d). Taxe this for thy 
comfort, and Iam now diſmiſſing this 
Aﬀlembly. 

Suffer but a word of exhortatien 

birſt, Grow » grow, thrive and proſper 

in-grace and knowledge of God,let me 

crave: leave to preſcribe meanes, to 
Pane motives,and I have done. | 
. Exerciſe of grace,that little, that 


dize&t, ule legs and have legs, uſe me- 
mery:and have memory? aRtens.intend 


habits:5cicre up and exerciic that grace 
of 
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of God, 18 you, and your morhing, 
_-dawning, will appeare bright as the 
2, Unite to gracious campany, Jayn 
to the afſemblies of the Saints, with- 


draw not from ſuch as tpeake taedift- 


cation, giviag grace to the hearers ; 
the tongues that aretipped with the 
Janguage of Canaan, will advantage to 
enlightning, to greater heat, and further 
growth ; .{tt not 10 the feat of the 


wicked,that cooles ; diſcourſe furthers 


the Schojlars ſtadies ; good counſell 
helps forward to heaven: 'cis ſad (be- 
cauſe oft too late) to ſay, oh that 1 had 
followed good countell, of ſuch Mini» 
ſters,friends, parents, I had never come 
to this place of execution - leſt we re- 
pent too late, ifle the ſociety of the 
Saints. — 

3. Beware of ſecret corruption ; as 


fame and credit wil keep a natural man 


from open,{candalous, tranfgrefſion;let 


grace and piety keep a ſpirituall man 


from ſecret corruption; ftrive and pray 
againlt it, as David 1n the nineteenth 
Plalme. Duſt, coales, and fach traſh, 
in ſecret, will overthrow the ttomacke, 
and make the wholſomeſt food, loath- 
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ſame 3 
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| 7 . 
{ame : fo will ſinne, if we harbour with 
delight a cloſe iniquity ' under our 
tongue, it will nauſcate all the ſaving 
truths of ]eſus Chriſt gleriouſly held 
out in his Goſpell, and hinder the 
growth of grace. ve 
- Laſtly, conſcionably uſe the Ordi- 
nances of God, doe not as many for 
cultome,formallity ; but hoc age,doe it 
in the integrity and ſimplicity of con- 
ſcience ; the Law and ſtatutes of God 
(e ) are beneſiciall,that which iflnes out 
of the SanRuary increaſes (f), when 
pray,read,receive, exerciſe your ſelves. 
'conſcionably, and your benefit will 
profitably diſcovered to all. oy 
Motives. 

Mot.1. The more grace, the more 
exalt Chriſt, *cis alonules burthen, I can- 
not live to honour Chriſt for all his 
merit, goodnefle, truths, and mercies ; 
labour then for more grace, ſo ſpeake 
more of his name, and ye will bein life, 
death, to magnifie Chriſt little lower - 
then Angels in their praiſes to their 
Maker : grace brings you higher and 
higher to theſe Seraphicall ſpirits; fo 
you will chaunt the perpetuall Halle- 


lojab's with the Quire of Heaven, of 


whom 


whom Chriſt is to be praiſed: as of yo 


tobe honoured, 

. - 2. Grace makes the more cminent ; 
: grace and fame are ſaid te be compani- 
ons, as the righteous ſo the gracious 1s 
more excellent then his neighbour : 


the world cleares this truth when the 
molt debanched wretch would not but | 


ſeeme gracious ; the (trumpet, luke- 
warine Laodicea : all out wardly as the 
Phariſees : yea the Devill, elſe why 
transformed into an Angell of Light, 
but that with more credit te ad jn the 
children of darknefle, and beires of 
lighe alſo ; but grace with God and 
Chriſt, a name better then of ſonne or 
daughrer. 

. Time may come need of more 
grace, theſe are the plundring times, 
and exerciſe the faith and patience of 
many a precious towie, though (blefled 
be God) we heare it only with our 
cares, and {ce it not with our eyes, nor 
teele it to our hearts ; but a time may 
come 3; one grace firs rot for every 
temptation, no more then one ſheoe 


for every toot,or one garment for every g Eph, 6. 
backe : The Apoitles harnefle n from 10, 
his «up (g )that compleat ; ſomes to 19, 


time 
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Hite a Chriſtian hath need of this 


grace, ſometime of another, we know 


. not Which God'will call us to exerciſe; 


lewve not a hoofe behind , as in one, 


growjin all, and ftrengthen every one, 


fearing and feeling the time bad tobe 
woetſe -: be not unprovided,confider the 
1eaſonh, and grow in grace. 

4. This will keep you trace and ſted- 
fiſt t God,to Chrilt,and the principles 
of Religion , that ye waver not 1n a 
cotklike venteſitie, to the hazard of 
faith-and a good conſcience 8 this'will 
armeyou againſt all deluſions, errours, 
finnes, feares; and keep youentire to 


_Chrift, till you come for ever to be ' 


with him, where is the Crowne of 
grate , clory 3 with which hee con- 
firme you here, and aſſure you here- 
after, for his ewne name and glory 
ſake. Conſider what I have faid, and 
the good Lord grant you a true under- 
ſtanding in all things, that ye may 
grow in grace & knowledge 
of | cſus Chriſt, To whom 
beglory forever. 


and ever, 
$ _—_ = 
» 


Fpheſe 


( 39) | 


IO TSOIEES 
$$ ESS$ _ 


"woven Chap.1. ver-7. 


In whom we have redemption, through 


he bloud, the Te of FR ns,;&Cc. 
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AUL by the will of Ged dope» 
rated to the Goſpell for the 
. Churches ſake of the Gentiles, 


_  . renders the worke of his Mit 
ſtry fairhfull as to others;to this Chitrch 
of E pheſies,which after his Apoſtohical 
{alute in the firſt and ſecond verſes;doth 
magnifie the God and Father of «wr 
Lord Jeſms Chriſt, who hath 6 lefſed va 
with . all ſpiritnall bleſſings in hea 
- places in Chrift, verſe the third. As 


 mongſt which prectons excellencies, 


this tn the Text for the conſolation of 
the faithfull in Chrilt, is little infertenr 
to life everlaſting, this being the treu- 
bleſome obſtacle to a baeeving. foule 
ell tt a ”o_ Chrilt, in _ 


(40) 


it hath redemption, &c. 


The Text contains this trurh, fly to 
redeeme from [inne, coff noleſſe then the 
bloud of Jeſus Chriſt,or the bloud of the 
Saviour is the redemption of the Saints. 
That this 1s (6, why ttns 1s fo, and what 
uſe hereof, are the three things I ſhall 
burthen your memory and patience 
with at this time: | : 
- Thatitisfo, appeares by the Text : 
I. [a whom, that 1s, 1n Chriſt, verſe 3. 
in whom elcRed, ver.g. predeſtinated 
unto adoption, ver.5, 1n whom we are 
accepted,ver, 6. Iz whom redemption,as 
in the Text ; #2, the Saints, &c, faith- 
full, ver.1, blefled with all ſpirituall 
bleſſings, ver.3 .SeleRt Paxkelet Ephe- 


fans in Chriſt, I» whom. we have.re* 


demption,freedome, full plentifull free- 
dome,the word in the Originall having: 
2 Prepoſition added, ſpeaks the perfe- 
Aion of the redemption : To take re- 
demption as in reference tothe body er 
ſoule here, body and ſoule hereafter, no 


redemption but by Chrift, i» whox full - | 


redemption ; Redemption is ſaid to be 
fourefeld. : Ns 
Firſt, by Manumiſſion,as Lords, their 
vaflels freely diſcharging, ſo Chriſt by 
| us 


his grace freely juſtifying. (a) 


Secondly, by permutation or change, 


asiin warres ; fo Chriſt himſclfe bare 
onr finnes in his owne body on the 


YR : W | 
aRom,z.24 | 


Tree (6) ; the wrath of the Father 6 1 Pet.z, 
went downe in the Sonne to redeeme 2+: 


_ the Saints : he ſuffered 1n his body that 
we might be redeemed jn our foules ; 
| foaredemptien. EY 

T hirdly, by vielent ablation:ſo Abra- 


ham reſcued Lot +: fo Chriſt redeemed 


his, having ſpoiled Principallities and 
Powers ; blotting out the handwriting 
- Qrdinances that was againſt us, ta- 
KIN 
through death deſtroyed him that had 
the power of death, delivering them, 
who through feare of; death, were all 
their lite-time ſubject to bondage.(d) 


g them out of the way, (c) and, £11, 


d Heb,z. 


Fourrhly, by. price and ranſome ; ſo 14,5 


flaves and captives are redeemed from 
the thraldome of cruell Turks, and the 


hands of barbarous enemies : Thus _ 


Chriſt redeemeth his alſo captived nn- 


der captivity, yee are bought with a _ 
& price (e), not with corruptible things 
| of{ilver and gold,but with the precions 


tCor.$.:9 


bloud of Chrilt himſelfe, that immaci- f 1 Pet. r, 
late Lambe (f). 1» whom we have, 8c.18,19. 


D 
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Through 


| 


| $ Through his bloud . that 1s, the ſhed- 


I £ Heb 9-14. obtained thorow ſ{anditication, (g)and 
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ding & oblation of his bloud. As in the 
Law the bloud of buls and goats ſandti- 
fyed to the purifying of the fleſh : {fo 

Chriſt by the ſacrificing of his bleud 


eternall redemption, verſe the tenth. 1x 
whom,&C. = © 

The forgriveneſſe of our ſinnes : That 

1s, Remifſion, or as the word fignifies, 

retromiſſion, or ſending backe againe 

frem the foule to the firſt Originall the 

Father of all finne : A full remiflion 

from the -defilement and-deltruQion, 

- fromthe guilt and curſe, trom the do- 

minion and power ; by his loud, from 

the guilt of finne ; and by his ſpirit,frem 

the power : In a word, from all that re-"F 

lates to, or attends upon the blacknefte 

and darkneſle of finne.T he forgiveneſſe 

of ſrumes : The forgivencile, net only 

by the bloud of Chriſt have we re- 

þ Col.1.20, derzption (þ ), or ſanftification (3), bat 

; Heb.g.14. remifſion allo, as inthe Text ; ſo(k)in 

k Col.1.14: whom we have redemption by his 

 blouq, even the forgiveneſſe of ſinnes. 

! Rev.r.5, John. his Revelation (/) confeſles 

_ that Chriſt waſhed us from our (innes 

by bis bloud; and to fetch the record 

þ 1 (Dearing 


_ him; doth thy ſoule parch and burne 


"of eternalllife; and if thou walk mourn- 


_ asSin the Fext. 


_ ſhin from: Chriſt ; . he 1s the Son of his 


4.2 
(bearing witnefle to thistrath) as high 

as heaven (w) the foure and twenty 7 N<.5.9: 
Elders acknowledge, Thou wertlain, 
and, haſt redeemed us to God by thy 
bloud, out- of every kindred, tongue g 
people, and Nation, Agrecing to this, — 
15 that of (z), and the blond of Feſus »1 Joh. r.7. 
Chriſt his Sonne cleanſeth us from all 
finne. Hath a poore ſonle need to be. 

healed? Chriſt is a Phyſitian to care 


within thee ? Chriſt 15 a fountaine to 
refreſh thee ; art thon laden with the 
unſupportable burthen of thy ſinnes? | 
Chriſt is righteonſnefle to eaſe thee ; if i 
thon feareſt the ftroke of death, he hath 
for thy poore veleeving/ſoule the gift 
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fully apprehending damnation for ſinne, 
he hath redemption tor thee from finne, 
The Reafons follow, 
Chriſt- only acceptable to God, the Reſe 1. 
heavens are not cleane in his ſight, he 
chargeth his Angels 'with folly, the 
quire of -Heaven and Saints in carth 
are not well-pleafing in his ight, dt- 


Love, he the Son of his complacency 
or bis deight,in whom only he is well- 
| | D 2 pleaſed, 


. _—— 
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| oMat.3! '7. 


pleaſed ( 0), and j 13 the my vefore my 
Text, he hath made us accepted in the 
beloved ; all the oblations Legall, and 
offerings Ceremoniall, bad a redolent 
ſavonr in the pure noſthrils of the Al- 
mighty, as they ſtood. in reference to 
Chriſt, Without God none could pleaſe 
God, faith Ambroſe ; whatever is pre- 
ſented to the Father without the Son, 


1s ſaiJ to be unprofitable, and unaccep- 


table ; as the High-priclt offered all in 


"the time of the Law, ſo the Lord }cius 


preſents all in the time of the Go:pell, 
without him nothing is accepted: ther- 
fore of him the Sajnts have all, to, and 
of,redemptien» This 1s the farſt Reaſon, 
the {econd followes. 

He only able to {atisfie divine ju- 
ſtice, thouſands of Rammes, ten thou- 
{ands of rivers of oyle unſatisfactory ; 


to give the fruit- of the. body for the 


Girne of the ſoule,and the firſt-borne-tor 
my tranfgreſſion (p), It will geither 
be pleaſing to God, nor ſatisfactory to 
divine juitice ; the leaprous perſon was - 
tO be cleanfed by the bloud of the little 
bird (9), and the leaprous ſeule is to be 
purified and redeemed from all its {inne 
and uncleanneile by the aloud of ] etus 
_ Chriſt, 


when finne was to be remitted, it was 
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(45) 
Chriſt, that bird of Paradiſe, the ccele- 
ſttall Pellican, that ſacrificed himſelfe 
to death to fave his to everlaſting life : 


to be put upon another, none mult ex- 
ped a fatisfaQtion in or from himſelfe ; , 
the finnes of the people were to be put 
upon the oP: -Goat : Thus they were | 
delivered(r ),to teachus under the Got- 7 Ley.x6, 
pell, our finaes inult be put upon Chriſt 
to be theonly ſatisfaZtion to Almighty 
juſtice. 
Two thinss are required of ſuch as 
fatigfie Gods Jaltice. 

Firſt, he that ſatisfies muſt be free 
from all (inne: If any man under Chritt, 
{aith he have no finne,he deceives him- 
ſelfe,and the truth of God is not 1n him; 
Chriſt in every thing Like vs, finne only 
excepted : his enemies being Judges he 
hath done all things well; > he,he only 
free from {ſinne, can atisfie Gods j Ju- 
ſtice. 

Secondly, that which ſatisfies mult 
be pure, only pure inthe offering, and 
ſuch ovlations, facritices, paore mortals 
cannot tender to their- God, there is 
iniquity in their holy thiags, they are 
unprofitavle, and come ſhort of grace 
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(49) 


new, and mult of glory for ever, 1f the 
Lord be not freely gracious 1n accep- _ 


ting, as beſtowing : +»Oh the wants and 


weakneffe in our hearing, praying, in 


our duties, graces, uncleane, nncleane, 


imperfeR, imperfe& in all, but Chriſt * 


'a pure and holy offering unto the Lord: 


hence in the Law, when the High- 
prieſt went for an atonement, he only 
entred inta the Sanftym Santorum, & 
in the Goſpell, Chriſt trode the wine- 
prefle of his fathers wrath alone (5), 
and thats the ſecond reaſon. . 
Thirdly,that the glory of our redemp- 
tion may redoand to the praiſe of God 
in Jeſus Chriit, ; whole is the worke; 
*tis fit theirs ſhould be the honour : 


Hos feci, talit alter honores , is inJu- 


{tice ; rich mercy, full rmerit is the 
groundworke and foundation of all our 
excellency. The Saints good and com- 
fort ariſeth from the free grace of the 
Father, and the full merit of the Senne, . 
and why to man or Angell ſhould the 


eRev.1.5,6 glory be given ? when Scriptures 
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fing,redemption, or forgiveneſle of fins, 


* there is uſually annexed a doxology or 


blefling, as (:) with this in the Text, 
Lan aa 


— : 
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Ty 


as appeares jn the third verſe ; and thus 
of the third Reaſon. 


That the Type might. correſpijtal Reaſ 4. 


with the Antetype ; the Law and the 
Goſpell might anſwer one the other : 
dy the Law the blond was ſprinkled 
round about the Altar, to intimate, 
that nothing is of worth but by the 
force of Chriſts blond: and as without 


bloudſhedding no remiſſion (a), ſo no aHeb.g.22. 


forgiveneſſe of finne but by the bleud 
of Chriſt: herein is alarge | held, but 1 
kbaſtento the Uſes. 


Inſtruction ; If che bloud of the Sqa- Uſe inſtr. 


viour be the redemption of the Saipt, 
learne-we firft, what an unhappy and 
curſed thing finne is, the forgiveneſſe 


_.. whereof coſt noleſle then Chritts dea- . 


reſt hearts blovd, -it deludes us to defile 
us, it dehfiles us to deſtroy us, that our 
poore-(yet precious) ſoules ſhould pe- 
riſh for ever without remedy, but for 
Chrilt i= whom we have, &c. Sinne 
Dalia3-like,fpeaksfairly,ats friendly, 
for her advantage ; but when oppor- 
cunity ſerves, then ſhall Sampſon {mart 
forit 3 Adam bemocks himliclfe to a 


being. made immortall; and doomes 
his ſclfe, and poſterity as low as death: 
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and deep as hell, When he had faire | 


promiſes to be as God, high as heaven, 
lofty as Eternity ; by cating the forbid- 
denfruit, fruit though pleaſant in the 
tafte,bitter in the bowels as everlalting 


- burning ; curſed finne as a Jeaproſie apd 


plague infe&s and overſpreads all de- 


grees, faculties, perſons, eſtates, foals, 


bodies, infnaring nullions to the eter- 
nall, iafernall tortuxes of devouring 
Tophet, as impolliule to avoid, as 1n- 
tolerable to endure, without the bloud 
of Jeſus Chriſt, ;» whom we,&c. Oh 
thar the Lord would enlighten our un- 
derſtandings to ice {inne 18 1ts. naked- 
neſle, then we would(as purity it ſelfe) 
hate it with a perfe& hatred : Did we 


conſider aright that Chriſt is ſo long jn_ 


ſorrow as we are in finne, would we 
thus tranſgrefe ? Unhappy Oath,curſe, 


ſecurity ,undeliefe, finne of what ſort or 


condition ſocver, crucifying the Lord 
of glory, unpardonable. but by the al- 
ſufficient merit of Jeſus Chriſt, What 


meant in the Law an oblation of a He- 


2oat for a ſin-offering ? but to teach us 


that ſinne is of an odieus ſent,and an il] . 
favour in the noſthrils of the Lerd : 


Ok curſed finne, when not all the Saints 
Es | on 
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on Earth, nor all the Seraphicall ſpirits 
in heaven can explate that ſinne which 
notion called' the leaſt : Oh that the 
children of men, and the Sons of Ged | 
. would apprehend the Lord ſpeaking to = 
a ſoule, as once Leah to Jacob : I have E 
hired thee with my ſonnes Mandrakes, 
thou muſt come unto me. So the Lord 
to our ſoules, ye are mine, you mult 
come unto me by faith, love.obedtence; 
I have bought thee with my Sonnes | | 
teears, ſufferings and bloud ; precious if 
ſoules, ſet your eiteeme on every ſinne, 
| asis the redemption, andit will ſpeake 
you to remember bow unhappy and 
curſed a thing finoe 1s, when' for the. 
pardon thereof it colt no lefle then the 
_ _unvalaadble blond of the Sonne of God, 

the Lord Jeſus Chrift, -» whom we,&C, 

Is the bloud ef the Saviour the re- iſe 2. 
demption ofthe Saints ? learne hence 
how deare and precious 1n the ſight of 
Jeſus is the ſoule ofthe Saints ; Oh the 
E render love of Chrilt to a poore Chri- 

ſtian ; as. the relation ſpeaks him, a . 
friendgz a brother, a Father, a Sponſe, 
| a Creatour, each tearme {peaks him in- 
| gagedtoloye : {o his love beyond mea- 
| {are ſo deare, tender; anparaleld;to bp 
ad- 


\ 
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admired, not to be expreſſed ; greater 
love then this can no man ſhew. What 
greater then this could God declare ? 
kis love engaged that piety be ſcour- 


ged, and impiety by kisſtripes healed ; 
it was content wiſedome it ſelte be 


_ _ derided,and folly paſſe unſcoffed,; truth 
ſuffers,and falſhood triumphs ; Juſtice 
1s condemned, and unrighteouſnefſe 


eſcapes free away z Mercy 18 aftiited 
for cruelty; life reſignes it ſelfe to death, 


to preſerve the damned from the ſting 


thereof : In a word, Ged dyeth ence, 


as his' creature, by right of propinqui- 
ty, redeems man as his creature-Saint z 
ke undertogxe that which would have 


-mouldred ten thouſands of men to duſt 


to have endured,and attoined the myri- 


ads of Angels to have ſuffered, Oh the 


depth,breadth, length, height of Chriſts 
leve, ſpeaking to the Father in a loftier 
expreſſion then Paul to Philemon 


concerning Ovrefims, I beleech thee 


for my ſonne One/rmu, whom have 


begotten in my bonds, formerly unpro- . | 
fitable to thee ;. I Par! have written | 
it with my owne hand - Holy Father + 


I 


that man might live for ever ; by right 
proprietygke doth redeem the poor foul | 


Hed 1 
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[ beſeech thee tor this my poore feule, 
whem by my Goſpell 1 have begotten, 
to thee formerly unprofitable,uniervice- 
able, and yet unfruitfull enough, but-let 
meobtaine all his ſinnes to be laidpon 
my ſhoulders ; *tis thy beloved Senne, 
that Sonne in whom thon art well 
pleaſed, I have writ it, and ſealed it, 
with na leſle then my precions blond ; 
Behold,love,leve ard admire !was not, 
was not Rebeckah's love great to Jae 
cob?doe as I adviſe, the cyrle be on me 
and the bleſſing en thee : fo Jeſus 
| Chriſt, Soule, follow my advice,doe as I 
bid, and all the bleſſings of thy Father 
be upon thee, and if any curſe, let it 
light on me, for iz me thou ſhalt have 
redemption ; Oh,lee as to ſerve Chriſt 
for his love, and'thy redemptions fake, 
deare and render, when his life is not 
ſpared, that thy ſinne may ve pardoned, 
and ſoule ſaved in the day of the Lord. 


You ſee then how deare-a Saint 1s to 


Chriſt ; thus of the firſt Uſe. 


Deale faithfully O ye beloved of the 2. Uſe us 
Lord, and examine whether or no you cf exam. 


can ſay, 11 him we have redemption: 
| David ſpeaks of the goings of Godin. 
'J his SanQuary, the fingers before and 
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| (52) 
the minſtrels fellow after : O holy, 0 
happy progreſle ; ſo may I behold the 
ſ{oule going to, and comming with par- 
don of finnes ; try we firlt by what 
precedes and 506 before,then ſee what 
followes after yew: ſion of finnes,lo may | 
we apprehend terrour or comfort to a 
remitted or unforgiven ſoule : This 1 
premiſe, the foregoings of a pardoned 
ſonle, are not to be looked on as cauſes, 


though conditions, or as kind of quali- 
fications that ſuppert a ſoule to hope- 


full comfort. 

1. Iry and examine whether or no 
you fence your {innes deeply, I cannot 
inſtance in whomſinne was pardoned 


_ comfortably, that was never ſenſed* 


deeply ; the experimentall Chriſtian | 
knew once ſadly, as truly, it lay a load 
apon his ſoule, and a burthen upon his 
{pirtt, that nothing but a ſecret ſupport 
kept him from reſigning up infinite 
mercy : A load to agriefe, a griefe and 
load witha'witneſſe, and can it be lefle 
to thy ſoule when ſuch a diſhonour to 
thy Ged, A curſe to thy Chris, a grief 
to thy ſpirit, a {adning to Angels, gn 
a vexation te all the Saints of God ?' a 
acep ſence as that reported of Queen 
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| find the lofle of Callice there; fo the 
ſoule, were my heart uncaſed, it would 
be knowne to men and Angels, and is 
 knowne to the Lord that knowes all 
ſecrets ; never any forrew like this, 
never any burthen to my ſpicits asthis ; 


| my unbeliefe, my unprofitablenefle,my 


| deadneſſe, my unworthy walking to 
that high calling and rich mercy, to 


Which Iam called, and which1I have: 


received, none like my linne, a burthen 
too heavy for me to beare, If I have 
net a {upply from my Chriſt, 1n whom 
I hope to.have redemption : Try whe- 
ther ſuffering or {inning moſt burthen 
thy ſoule, "tis that which is deeply ſen- 
. 1ed, it hopefully to be pardoned. 
- 2, The foule before it comfortably 
can expe the forgiveneſle of (inne, 
feares dreadfually,to this dread and feare 
| the poore ſoule muſt needs ſtep. When 
it ſenſeth. ſinne deeply, apprehends it 
rightly,diſmay,terrour,alt appate the 
ſpirit, and affright the b&are3;when the 
ſoule leoks on: the ſinnes many and 
- mighty, that every ſinne is a crucifier 
of Chriſt,and not feare,and not be trou- 
bled, 'tis impoſſible ; When Davia ap» 
4 prehended 


Mary,were'my heart unript,you ſhould _ 
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+Þfal.z8.5. Prebended his finnef 


| T goe mourning all the day long feare and 
trembling make all my bones and every | 


is Saint, _ 3. Once. | 


I l 
b) There # no reſt 
in 'my bones becauſe of ſine, ver.6, 
T ar troubled, I am bowed dowy greatly, 


veine of my heart to ſhake - IF appre- 
hending of Judgement will make the 
quatting Belreſhazzer ſhake and trem- | 
ble, what muſt the deep apprehenſtor” | 
of {inne and judgement too? When the 
tralefacor perceives the ſentence of . 
death paſſed upon him, - Oh what a 

thaking ſtopid trembling fals upon 

him? ſs apoore ſoule receiving the 
ſentence of death in himſelfe ; oh what 
feare, what amazement, and horrour ? 
anſpeakablezthe apprehenſion of finne 
diſcovers the frownes of an everhiving, 


and ever-gracious Father, this trou- 


bleth a ſoule to aſtoniſhment ; the pro- 
mile 1s, God will come and fave you, 
the Lord will come with recompence 


_ and vengeance (oh ſweet) vengeance 


oa thy {innes;recempence on thy peore 
defires; but what goes befere,to-whota 
is this ſalvation engaged ?-to the fear- 
full heart /c), Try; haſt; doſt fearg 
nnnes curſe, heavens anger? - hope th 
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Once more,if thy ſoule be pardoned, 
then it hath been throvghly humbled, 
will not experience tel] you, reaſon. in- 
forme yon, when a {inne 15 deeply ſen- *_ 
ed, a foule is terribly afraid, and how 
' can it then but be throughly humbled, 
how ſkould it lefle ? When the pro- 
 miſes.of the Lord are engaged to com- 
-[y=" the broken, contrite, and kumble 
"ſoule, and the Lord of Promiſes inhabi- 
ting Eternity,inthrones himfelfe in ſuck 
a ſoule (4), when the day of expiation 
was, the foule was to be atflicted (e), 7 aſs) hy 
why but to hint as God was ready to " 
New himſelfe mercifull, ſo the people: 
ought to ſhew themlelves ae 
A childe when faulty, or ſervantguilty 
*[:.. expe no favour except they beſub- 
| miſlive : ſoa pooreſoule,little hope of 
mercy till humble.Repentfor the king= 
dome ef heaven is at hand, that king= 
dome that affords the {ubduing of, and 
© pardon for {18 to a poore pentitent ham= 
ble foul:Try,haſt bjn humbled for every 
ſigne; as any finne ? haſt ſentenced thy: 
ſelfe to- bell? haſt been afraid to come + * 
— bare God ? lying low 1n thy cyes, 
, Worta nothing but confuſion ? haſt ag- : 
| gravaa thy {inne ogainſ _ T1 
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ſich a Father;faire hopes for.a gracious 


pardon. DL, | 
- Laſtly, Try, haſt fought, doſt ſeeke 
With all earneſtnefſe and intenfeneſſe 


_ of ſoule and ſpirit ? making it the great 


requeſt,that the Lord vouchſafe pardon 
and forgiveneſfle to thy poore ſoule ? 
When a man 1s in danger of the Kings 
wrath, will he notendeavolur a compo- 
ſition? and when a poore ſoule ſees it 
{elte by ſinne, in danger of hell, will it 
not ſeeke the Lord while he may. be 
found ? and call upon him while he 1s 
neare ? by and by the Lord will abun- 
dantly pardon : How earneſtly will a 
condemned maletator fue and cry, 
good my Lord, mercy, mercy my Lord 


Tbeſeech you fpr Chriſts ſake : even 10 


the {oule tentenced to the gates of 
death, and chambers of hell, hearing the 
God of finaers 15 a mercifull God 1n all 
duties, upon all opportunities, ſeeks for 
redemption,the forgiveneſs of their ſins, 
crying for Chriſts ſake to find grace; 
the ſfoule knowes well - that prayer 
breaks downe the banke of finne, and 
makes a ſluce for the ſtreames of di- 


vine pardon to flow amaineto a pray= 
Ing ſoule. Pray if perhaps the thoughts. 
vB... ; of 


(57) 
of the heart may be forgiven, was the 
ad vice of S:mos Petey to Simon Jar 


gi (f); when a ſoule knowes it is faas8..z | 


bleſſed in heavens accompt,. if the ſins 


be remitted {g), what can impead the z pſa.gz.1. 


ſoule from making out with ſuch ear- 
neſineſſe that neither lets it ſelfe nor 
_ the Lord be quiet till a pardon be ſea- 
led, by this time I conceive the Lord 
Jeſus diſcevers himfelfe to the ſoule, 
the one, the only one in whom it hath 
redemption,&0cc. 2 2 
Theſe precedent foregoines for par- 
don, experience will atteſt ſure enough, 
lets heare the minſtrels which follow 
after. : DEE 
Firſt, the ſoule accepts thankfuliy ; 
who can exprefle the gratitude? the 
gladdeſt tydings.and joyfulleſt newes 
that could be related to a poore droop- 
ing Chriſtian, that all the day and night 
long crys out,oh my finnes ; oh my ſins. 
Hew thankfull will a poor bedrid man 
beto his Phyſitian that is inſtrumentall 
to his inlargement ? how thankfull a 
priſoner endungeoned for his free- 
dome? or a condemned perſon at the / 
place and minute of execution to heare. 
and ſee a pardon ? And what thanks 
E un- 


I” unutterable to the Lord will a poore 
ſaule render ? what huggings, and em- 
bracings ? what ſpeakings and actings 
of thanks ? till ebtained ; deep load, 
 ___ dreadfull feare, humble dejeRion, and 
Eo - earneſt ſeeking, now an anſwer of 
: peace enjoyed, how thankfull ? Hig- 
£aion Selah can beſt expreſſe though 
farre beneath the thanks of a ſoule re- 
deemed by the bloud of Chrift. Try if 
thy ſoule hath gladly accepted, joyfully - 
reccived this unſpeakable mercy,by the 
returne of ineffable ſoul-hearty thanks; 
canſt'thou in ſome meaſure ſubſcribe to. 
(h ),or to(+),or this third verſe,to bleſſe 
God as for other, ſo for this his ſpiri- | 
tuall bleſſing,redemption, forgiveneſſe | 
of (innes? a comfortable ligne, To pro- þ 
ceed.. ; = | | 
Secondly, a ſoule pardoned will | 
henceforth ſhun ſinne carefully ; it well | 


L Rev. IF. 
i Rev. 9+ 


Lord, that he may be fgaxgdpthe childe 
once flamed or gafht will feare the 
burning fire, and catting knife long 
after ; the priſeger coopt up ta-hard- 
£ ſhip and dungeon-ſtraights, releaſed, 
- will be fearfull of debts and fin againe: 
And frall not a foule long fetter'd vy 
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the helliſh guilt and apprehenſion of 
ſinne , redeemed through the only 
worth of Chriſts all-meritorious bloud; 
dare to meddle with finne,- the way to . 
| hellas hell it ſeife ? The pardoned ſoute 
knowes there is only one Phyſitiarits 
afford forgivenefle , to attaine his'cate 
and cure, a worke and labour of higheſt 
difficulty : nor can the ſohne of man, 
or Daughter of Jernſalem bee more 
watchfull' over an unpartlleld glafle, 
than the pardoned ſinner, over his Soul, 
fearing if once broken, bard , if ever 
peſſible , to bee repaired. The appte= 
henfton of this made one of the Anci- 
ents to ſay, Till ſinn@hath done as 
much for meas God;; I will have no- 
thing to doe with as og of injqui- 
ty. Try precious ;{ ye 1ay,T 
have wathed my het; hew (hall 1: de- 
file them ? gracil {oe Shy bn tiath caſt 
- off the _— of Wa bave I 
to doe any- m gls ?: {halt 
ſuch a one asÞ; Wt fed ſoims- 


ny teares to" gf ity &y6s, 
to the breaking Whoa ? :haveT 
beene oft't 2s low as: everlis 
ſting ail 4 yt A pardon 


E 2 wr” 
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| (4) 
f | 
or my ſinne? and hath infinite geod- 
nefle -enricht my ſoule 1n its forgive- 
nefle ? and (hall it bein yaine? ſhall 
againe returne with the Dogge to the. 
yomit , and with the Swine to wal- 
tew in wickednelſe ? God forbid: 
Ile ſhunne ſinne hereafter carefully ; 
doſt thou ſo? deſireſt thou truely ſo ? 
a hopefull ligne. 

Thirdly, a pardoned ſoule will 
live hondnbly: : 1f once thou gaine 
Redemption through Chriſt , thou 
wilt live like a Saint on earth, yea 
a Citizen in heaven ; yea thou wilt 
walke like the redeemed of the Lord; 
not as one, impriſoned in a mierie 
Dungeon , but as one walking in a 
Paradiſe of Eder ; new as the Pro- 
eigall in a new: Garment , 2 Veſture 


of R1 ghteauſnefſex not as the Brat 
of Hell, nat $$ Wegvens Royall Off- 
ſpring ; not Md viel th the menſtruous 
Cloathes g fpfall Ada”, but the 
Candid: ſtole 44 'Chy riſts innocency, 


daily inveſted ps ap- 
parell : his con in heaven, 
his vaine og 5 dl aedged , his 
fretby words checked, his idle wayes 
| refrained, 


WV Ws W 


_ finne with a ſhame and curſe to keep 


_ ture, ſelfe-? comfortable ſignes, if not, 


= 5 \ 
refrained, the whele man Saint- 
like , hee is bought with a price , hee 
will glorifie the Lord with body and 
ſoule , hee puts to his Seale, tis a 


the Labourers hire (4). A ſoule that { Deur.24. | 
ſees his Redemption in Chriſt, know- 77 \ 
etbit colt his precieus bloud : ſhould 
hee live any longer to himſclfe, to 
his former {innes; hee eaſily ander- 
ſtands hee detaines his ſoule and bedy 
from Chriſt , the purchaſe of Chriſt, 
hee reſolves therefore henceforth to 
know no thing, ne perſon anrelate 
to Chriſt , hee hath obtained his par- 
don, his deportment ſhall be as Co- 
heire with Chrift, and heire to God 
of eternall glory, hee will hve ho- 
nourably, Try it you fo live and 
breath, a& and affe&, that your 
converſation may be ſutable te your 
priviledge, and all your endeavours 
anſwerable to ths Princely preroga- 
tive, the forgtvenefle of ſinnes : Doeſt 
thou-labour to exalt the Lord , and 
magnife Jeſus Chriſt above fin, crea- 


econtra. 


B'3- Fourthly, 


" Ss 


(62) 
- . Fourthly, the ſonle pardoned walks 
more comfortably than. ever : A man 
long | time confined to bed , home, 
or priſon, ſet free, with what in- 
ward. joy, ſatisfaRory content , his 
ſoule is - comforted , experience Car 
beſt exprefie ; ſo a poore ſoule for- 
merly plunged in ghaſtly feares, and 


| helliſh apprehbenſions to dwell and 


live in everlaſting darkneſſe for want 
of pardon : Now the Lord by his 
Spirit ſealing as fail, as free remijH- 
on, no ſtranger can intermeddle to 
relate his joy unſpeakable and full of 
glory , pardon and peace ; remiflion 
and conſolation like Aaroz and Hyr, 
hold up doſes hands, ſupport the 
pardoned foule ; Goe 1# peace, and be 
of goodtorfort , thy ſannes are forgi- 
ven thee bee trequent expreitions of 
holy. Writ. When by pardon of my 
ſinne, tay ſoule beholds it felfe once 
a farre of, now nigh by the blond of 
Chriſt , how can I but rejJoyce? the 
feares, lorreow,, trembling, hor- 
rour , becauſe my finnes were unpar- 
doned, diſpell'd, maſt needs create 
inward jJoyes nnſpeakable , for that 
Ee ee — 


(6 


mine iniquities are forgiven. Try 
what inward joy and conſolation 1n 
ſome meaſure, at ſometime, Gods 
Word affords frem Chriſt , in: whon 


hou baft rederption, Thus tor the | 


i RI. | 
Thirdly , this ſerves to reprove 
{auch as Cannot fay , in hm wee have 
redemption ; hath not pardon beene 
tendred ? free, full, long as. the 


ſinne ? the doome muſt bee thine, if. 


no redemption by Chrift ; thou art a 
Captive to the power of thy luſt, 
and a bond ſlave to the curſe of thy 
ſinne ; to an 1ngenuous ſpirit, 1t 1s 
miſery to vee a priſoner te a ſuperi- 
our , - deep calamity to bee {ubje& to 
an equall, but a flave to his drudge 
vexation high ; little comfort left for 
the gallantry of braveit ſpirits but 


this , they are enthralled by men, 


and in that little comfort too , but 
to bee enſlaved under Hels: Darling, 
Heavens ſcorne, the ſonles everla- 
ſing ſhame and confultion, f(inne, 
makes. not onely the eare to tingle, 
heart to tremble, - bat dumbes , be- 
cauſe it doomes to «that Lake which 


, E4 _ _pames 


wa 
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Reprehen- 


3 Uſe for | 


fion, 


(64) 
burnes with torturing fire and ſul- 
phurous brimſtone; whether the pains 
of ſence, or loſſe be foreſt ,- needs no 

determination, either enough to fill a 
ſonl with the terror of: black deſpaire, 

{ Job 20.11, well conſider { / ), - The thoughts of 

| a reſurre&ion ſpeakes the ſoule glad 

to returne to daſt againe ; Burt hoping 
better things of you ( precious ſoules ) 

I ſpare te reprove, and paſle to the 

fourth Uſe. 

To all you that can ſay in any mea- 


4Mſe of 


Comfort, ſure, my Savjours bloud is my Re- 


demption , let,your ſoules rejovce, 
and all within you bleſſe his name : 
For, 
Firſt, thou art blefled, as the 

m Pſa,z2.y, Iweet Pſalmilt (-), in this happy e- 
nough, happy in Gods account ; what 
if deprived of earthly contents and 
enjoyments? yet /thou halt remiſſion, 
forgivenefle, thats worth a thouſand 
Worlds : I deny not (deare ſoule ) 
but that many have more 'of ble(- 
ſings without , but thou» halt that 


n Rev.2.17. white ſtone, that new name x) affor- 


ding ſuch a conſolation within as may 
fill thy ſoule with joy 1ncffable and full 
of glory. : Seconds 


(65) | 

Secondly , by this aflured of Sal- 
vation ; it is the ſouls trouble, the 
uncertainty of the reward , ſo that it 
workes it out with little below feare 
and trembling ; the forgiveneſfle of thy 
ſinnes diſtills with a ſweet influence 
enlightning to ſalvation : as by the 
heat I know the fire burnes, by the 
light I know the Sunne ſhines, by the 
pardon ef my ſinne , I am confident ef 
the ſalvation of my ſoule. (o) 

Thirdly, iri this comfort , whatſoe- 
ver God ſends or ſuffers, tis in mercy ; 
no affront from beneath, no deſertj- 
en from above, no affii tion without, 
no temptation within, but proceeds 
from a Father as well as from a 
Gad : TJonathans Arrowes were {hot 
for David, as at David: the tender 
Mother gives with a bitter Pill, cloſe- 
ly Sugar to ſweeten, : fo the Lord, 
though hee ſometimes anſwers with 
terrible things, yet hee 1s the God 
of ſalvatiou, take comfort there- 
fore. 

Fourthly , God will ſanRifie thee 
as well as juſtifte thee, rhou {halt 
be partaker of his Spirit as well $ 

0 
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_— (66) 
; of hisbloud : I know thy ſoale long- 
eth to bee ſanAihed, it ſhall bee, bee. 
comforted , where God pardons hee 
| © pErek.36, purges, {o runnes the Covenant (p ) 
|; 25326327- ſeconded by the Apoſtle John( q ). 
91 Jov1:9. But here a foule isready to complaine, 
|. Objell. there is nothing in me from-me, that | 
I I ſhould hope of the Lords pardon to 
me. 
Anſw. ___TothisI Anſwer: Haſt thou not as 
| - * © much as God looks for ? what had 
Ul the Infant , the Churches Hierogli- | 
|  pEnck.16, phicke (r ) but bloud in it, polluted, | 
| defiled ? yet. God pittied : What had 
od the Prodigall ? yet his Father freely 
b pardoned , and joyfully entertained Þ 
i him, Feare not then, for Chriſts ſake, | 
| i the Lord willdoe more than this, in | 
Wd. him there 15 Righteouſnefle, Grace, | 
ii Perfection, Merit enongh to redeein 
mn trom Hell , the nethermoſt, Hel], to 
| ſave, to, ſave to the highelt Hea- 
vens : Hath not he offered himſelfe 
a Sacrifice for finne for ever ? and 
w1ll not he for ever perfe& them that 
are {anRified 2 and will the Lord 
remember their (ianes and 1niquities | 
/ Heb.ro. any more (-ſ)?, Be comforted -there- 
12, & 17. | fore, 


FT (67) 


fore, and if this will not ſerve, let 


© | God himſelfe anſwer ſuch an obje- 

e | Rion made (c )) I haſten to ther Ifay 44; 
) | 1a Uſe, Labour to ſubſcribe to this 22, 23524: 
/* F truth, you that cannot ſay you have Exhort, 


redemption through his bloud, 
v.22 Meanes. 


. Eitſt, labour for a forgiving heart, 
| and a remittivg {ſpirit ; doe as you 
' would bee done unto is the Royal 
Law (+), with that of (w). 


led ſpirit, a throughly humbled foul, *9>2- 
| ſo that Promiſe ſealed to thee) in the 
| twelfth of Zacharie , the latterend 
{ and beginning of the thirteenth Chap- 
ter. | 
Thirdly, believe in Chriſt, enter- 
taine him 1n all his Truths, his Pro- 
miles, exercite thy faith in ſpight of 
Ee oppolition, and ( x )- 


1d 43» 
| 43 $. 
rd | MMetrves. | 


E 
£ 


God will then bee one with you; 4g x 
: = 


u Mat.6.14 
Secondly, labour for a truely humb- » Mark 11. 


A faire in- * As 16, 


Laos adit eto i at Rt Ah. Eon ned ECT, 
= 


Alot .2. 


fort ; now thou feareſt, and at 


FLY \ 


(68) 


' the firſt Adam by bis finne leſt You, 


the ſecond Adam by his merit regai- 
ned you, ne morea {ſtranger from 
God, or the Covenant of grace, 
his Royall Attributes are martzallea 
while you are 1n the valley of teares to 
doe you goods 

This will make you paſſe through 
all dithculties whatſoever with com- 
4 - 
zed , loath to hazard this:,...or ven- 
tare that for God or his Goſpell.; and 
why ? I have not my finnes parde- 
ned.; were T ſure of this, went I 
through a valley of *teares , and ſha- 
dow of death, I would feare no e- 


 4Rom. 8.32 Vill, but with Paw (=) challenge 


all perſons and things ; tnat rhus you 
may remaine faithfull , and with com- 
fort wade through a ſea of bloud, la- 
bour for Redemption, 

Laſtly , yee that can ſay with 
Paul 1a the Text, We have redemp- 
tion, & ec. Love him, live to him, and 
to non? but him ; let your Duties, 


 Mercies, Graces, Lives, bee praiſe to 


Jeſus Chriſt , you need not queſtion 


Gods love ; the faveur of the royall 


breaſt 
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breaſt is knowneby Mercy, by Remi(- 
flon : hath the Lord delivered mee 
from the power of darknefle, and | 
tranſlated mee to the Kingdome of ” 
qa | Þis deare Sonne ? and ſhall not his : 
o | free grace bee, magnified? Praiſe the 
Lord O my ſoule, andlet all that 1s 
-h | within mee blefſe his holy Name for 
4 | his Chriſt, by whoſe bloud I have re- 


|= demption, the for giveneſſe of my ſins, | AF 
j legal that wiſh well to my | 
d ſoule,, for my ſoule, ſay, { 
- | blefled be the Lord for | 
[ ever and ever: 

_— Amen, 
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